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Spanish  in  Cuernavaca,  Mexico 

Each  summer  UMass/Boston’s  Spanish 
and  Portuguese  Department  offers  a spe- 
cial program  in  the  beautiful  city  of  Cuer- 
navaca, Mexico,  for  students  interested  in 
learning  Spanish  in  a totally  Hispanic  cul- 
tural environment.  Although  the  program 
is  designed  for  students  who  would  nor- 
mally enter  an  intermediate-level  Spanish 
course,  applicants  at  other  levels  of  achieve- 
ment may  be  admitted  at  the  discretion  of 
the  program  director. 


The  Program 

The  program’s  activities  take  place  at  the 
Universal  Center  for  Language  and  Social 
Communication  in  Cuernavaca.  The  cen- 
ter is  collectively  owned  and  operated  by  a 
group  of  experienced  language  teachers 
who  seek  innovative  ways  to  teach  Spanish 
In  a cultural  context  and  have  developed 
teaching  methods  to  meet  the  students’ 
Individual  needs. 

All  program  activities  are  closely  super- 
vised by  a member  of  the  UMass/Boston 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  Department. 
Each  student  who  is  admitted  to  the  pro- 
gram registers  for  two  courses  (usually 
Intermediate  Spanish  I and  II);  these 
courses  are  equivalent  to  courses  taught 
at  the  University  Itself,  and  the  University 
awards  six  academic  credits  to  students 
who  complete  them  successfully.  Most 
classes  are  conducted  with  a maximum  of 
four  students.  Classes  meet  five  hours 
dally  (Monday  through  Friday)  with  hourly 
breaks  of  ten  minutes. 


The  program  believes  that,  while  properly 
covering  the  structure  of  the  language 
requires  a precisely  defined  core  curricu- 
lum, it  is  also  important  to  gear  each  stu- 
dent’s course  of  study  to  his  or  her  apti- 
tude, previous  experience,  interests,  and 
development  during  the  course.  Upon 
arriving  at  Universal,  all  students  will  be 
tested  to  determine  their  level  of  profi- 
ciency in  Spanish,  and  will  also  discuss 
their  special  interests  and  needs  with 
advisors.  Programs  of  study  will  then  be 
Individually  developed  to  help  each  stu- 
dent achieve  the  proficiency  needed  for 
successfully  completing  the  UMass/Bos- 
ton  courses  in  which  he  or  she  has 
enrolled. -Students  will  be  placed  in  small, 
homogeneous  groups.  Each  student’s  prog- 
ress will  also  be  evaluated  biweekly,  and 
his  or  her  program  of  study  will  be  ad- 
justed as  necessary.  The  number  of  cred- 
its awarded  (up  to  six)  and  the  grade 
received  will  be  determined  by  a final 
examination  that  measures  the  progress 
made  by  the  end  of  the  program. 

The  program  considers  learning  a foreign 
language  to  be  the  first  step  to  under- 
standing the  people  who  speak  that  lan- 
guage, and  gives  great  importance  to  cul- 
tural study  and  exchange.  In  addition  to 
language  instruction  classes,  participants 
will  attend  lectures  and  discussions  on 
Mexican  and  Latin  American  history,  cul- 
ture, and  economics.  The  program  also 
conducts  field  trips  and  mini-courses  that 
provide  diverse  and  meaningful  ways  for 
students  to  use  their  new  language. 


Course  Content 


The  program’s  courses  cover  the  follow- 
ing area: 

Grammar 

Students  learn  grammatical  structure 
through  exercises  from  the  Universal  text- 
book, along  with  supplemental  exercises 
from  textbooks  of  the  Universidad  Auto- 
noma de  Mexico,  the  Institute  Mexicano- 
Norteamericano  de  Relaciones  Culturales, 
the  Foreign  Services  Institute,  and  other 
institutions. 

Conversation 

Speaking  ability  is  developed  through 
discussions  based  on  such  readings  as 
news  articles  or  short  stories  as  well  as 
discussions  of  political,  historical,  or  cul- 
tural topics. 

Reading  Comprehension 

Assigned  readings  from  various  sources 
will  depend  on  the  class  level.  Readings 
are  designed  not  only  to  improve  fluency, 
but  also  to  broaden  students’  knowledge 
of  Mexican  and  Latin  American  writers 
and  literature. 

Composition 

Vocabulary  and  writing  ability  are  deve- 
loped through  the  use  of  directed  compo- 
sition, specialized  and  idiomatic  vocabu- 
lary, and  such  teaching  devices  as 
dictation. 


Additional  Opportunities 
Complementing  Formal 
Language  Study 

Lectures  and  Discussions 

Participants  will  also  attend  lectures  and 
discussions  on  Mexican  and  Latin  Ameri- 
can history,  culture,  and  economics. 
These  lectures  and  discussions  are 
designed  to  improve  comprehension  of 
more  formal  Spanish  and  to  provide  con- 
cise introductions  to  aspects  of  Mexican 
culture. 

Field  Trips 

Two  all-day  field  trips  have  been  planned 
as  part  of  the  program.  The  first  is  a visit  to 
Mexico  City,  where  students  will  tour 
some  of  the  city’s  many  cultural  and  his- 
torical attractions,  attend  a performance 
of  the  Ballet  Folklorico  at  the  Palacio  de 
Bellas  Artes,  and  visit  the  famous  Museo 
de  Antropologia.  The  other  will  be  an 
excursion  to  Xochicalco,  the  most  Impor- 
tant archeological  center  In  the  state  of 
Morelos.  Its  outstanding  features  include 
the  pyramid  of  Quetzalcoatl,  a ball  court, 
and  an  observatory  for  studying  the  stars. 

Mini-courses 

For  students  who  want  to  broaden  their 
understanding  of  Mexican  and  Latin  Ameri- 
can culture,  the  following  optional  week- 
long  mini-courses  are  available  during  the 
afternoon  at  an  additional  cost  of  about 
$30  per  week:  The  History  of  Mexico,  Mex- 
ican Muralism,  The  Mexican  Education 
System,  Mexican  Politics,  Latin  American 
Literature,  and  Mexican  Cuisine. 


The  City  of  Cuernavaca,  Mexico 

Cuernavaca,  known  as  the  “city  of  eternal 
spring”  because  of  its  year-round  plea- 
sant climate  and  abundance  of  brightly 
colored  flora,  has  long  been  an  important 
Mexican  cultural  center.  About  a one- 
and-one-half  hour  drive  from  Mexico  City 
in  the  picturesque  state  of  Morelos,  it 
served  as  the  winter  residence  of  Con- 
queror Hernan  Cortes,  whose  mid-six- 
teenth century  palace  now  houses  the 
regional  Cuauhnahuac  Museum.  The 
museum  contains  many  Interesting  ex- 
amples of  Indian  and  Hispanic  culture. 
Including  famous  Diego  Rivera  murals. 

Modern-day  Cuernavaca  is  a lively  center 
of  tourism  and  education.  Tourists  visit 
from  Mexico  City,  the  United  States,  and 
Europe;  and  students  and  scholars  have 
for  decades  been  attracted  to  Cuernavaca 
to  explore,  experiment  with,  and  establish 
new  methods  for  mastering  Spanish.  The 
city’s  cosmopolitan  center  is  filled  with 
sidewalk  cafes  where  people  meet  to  dis- 
cuss politics,  culture,  and  current  affairs, 
while  observing  the  passing  parade  of 
townspeople  and  Indians  visiting  from 
nearby  villages  to  sell  their  wares.  Away 
from  the  colorful  and  crowded  center  are 
large  closed  gardens,  quiet  houses,  lovely 
churches,  and  dramatic  landscapes. 


General  Information 
Applying 

Each  applicant  must  provide  information  about 
his  or  her  previous  study  of  Spanish,  a brief  des- 
cription of  the  objectives  he  or  she  hopes  to 
achieve  through  the  program,  and  a letter  of 
recommendation  (for  which  a personal  interview 
may  be  substituted  at  the  discretion  of  the  pro- 
gram director).  Application  materials  are  availa- 
ble from  the  program. 

Program  Fee 

Upon  acceptance,  each  student  must  pay  a non- 
refundable  deposit  toward  the  program  fee;  in 
May,  the  fee  must  be  paid  in  full.  This  fee  covers 
tuition,  room  and  board,  and  land  transportation 
between  Mexico  City  and  Cuernavaca,  but  does 
not  cover  insurance  or  transportation  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico.  Current  fee  infor- 
mation is  available  from  the  program. 

Housing 

The  program  provides  accommodations,  includ- 
ing meals,  in  the  home  of  a Mexican  family.  This 
experience  is  an  invaluable  way  to  learn  about 
Latin  American  culture  on  a personal  level,  and  an 
important  element  in  mastering  Spanish. 

Insurance 

Participants  are  reminded  that  no  casualty  or 
health  insurance  coverage  is  included  in  this  pro- 
gram fee  and  that,  if  they  wish  insurance,  they 
must  make  their  own  arrangements  for  coverage. 


Further  Information 

More  detailed  information  on  school  trips,  places 
to  visit,  and  so  forth,  will  be  available  from  Univer- 
sal when  you  arrive.  Feel  free  to  talk  to  any  of  the 
teachers  about  questions  you  might  have.  If  you 
need  further  information  before  leaving  for  Cuer- 
navaca, you  may  write  or  call  the  Division  of 
Continuing  Education,  UMass/Boston,  Harbor 
Campus,  Boston,  MA  02125-3393;  telephone 
617-929-7900. 


All  information  in  this  folder  is  subject  to  change.  This  folder 
is  neither  a contract  nor  an  offer  to  make  a contract. 
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